

ADOPTED 5/14/13


Introduced by Council Member Jones: 

RESOLUTION 2013-326-A
A RESOLUTION URGING COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE HEAD START NOT TO CLOSE THE JACKSONVILLE URBAN LEAGUE’S HEAD START CENTERS THREE WEEKS EARLY THIS YEAR IN THE INTEREST OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND WELFARE; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL’S LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION OT PROVIDE A COPY OF THIS ADOPTED RESOLUTION TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE FEDERAL HEAD START PROGRAM AND TO THE LOCAL AND NATIONAL OFFICES OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE HEAD START; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in April, Denver-based Community Development Institute Head Start (CDI HS) took over operation of the Jacksonville Urban League’s 24 Head Start centers; and


WHEREAS, CDI HS has announced that it will close the Early Head Start Centers after Friday, May 17th, three weeks ahead of schedule for the year; and


WHEREAS, the Head Start centers provide invaluable services to over 2,100 young pre-school children in our community; and 


WHEREAS, this abrupt announcement by CDI HS will leave many hundreds of families scrambling to make crucially important decisions about child care for their young children in just a few days and with very few resources, which does not bode well for a good outcome; and


WHEREAS, Head Start centers are a vital community resource, providing safe and secure child care and early academic enrichment for some of Jacksonville’s most vulnerable children; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby urges Community Development Institute Head Start to re-think its recent decision and to cancel its announced early closure of the Jacksonville Urban League’s Head Start centers three weeks early because of the disruption and chaos that closure will cause for over 2,000 young children and their families.  The disruption caused by this decision will be costly and not in the best interests of the families served by Head Start, and the City Council implores CDI HS to find an alternative solution.

Section 2. 
The Council Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to provide copies of this adopted resolution to the Director of the federal Head Start program and to the local and national offices of Community Development Institute Head Start.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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